Juen Leandro de Cisneras Ville ae Woe 
This interview conducted by AN 


ledi, California NX 


Okey, now you were telling me why the men from Oaxaca come to thie country. 
Uh, hes there been a drought down there~<not enough rain? 

Not enough rein, that’s all. The soil isn't so rich, so they have to come look 
for a better living over here. 


Well nowp you came for a little different reason~~ 
Yes I did. 


Would you say that very many men come for the same reason you aid? 
No, I think I'm an exception, 


Would you say that some of them come for adventure, excitement? 
No, @ I guess they don’t~--they need the money. 


Just the money, huh? 
Just the money. 


About how much do they make in Mexico if they work in farm work? 
Well, in the farm work they only work around eight hours a day, an’ make 
around--as much as ten pesos a day, 


They make a9 moh as ten pesos~-that would be eight:/cents, wouldn't 1%? 
Bighty cents, American money. 


Some of them make less than ten pesos? 


And there are some parts of the year when they probably don’t have my work 
at all--or do they work all year round? 

No, they don’t. In around the month of June, July, and December~-December is 
the worst of all. 


When ea man decides that he’s going to come to the United States as a bracero, 
Goes he decide to do this by himself, or does he get the whole femily there, 
and diseuss it, and take their advice too? 

Well, he used to discuse it with, with the whole family, you see-~-so he gets 
permission firste-from the whole family. 


From his parents? 
Well, if, uh, the mm is mrried, from his wife. If he ian’t, if he’a single, 
from his mother, his father. 


And they usually give permission? 
They always do. 


Well now, it's sometimes a long way from the town where a man lives, such as 
yourself, to the migratory station, I mean from Oaxaca to Sonora} Bmpalmees s+ 
Well it ig....two Gays~and~-a-half, 


How do you get there? 


* 


About how much does it cost? 
It costs around two hundred and thirty pesos. 
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Do some of the men have to borrow money in order to come to Empalme? 
Most of ‘em do. Some have to sell their crops or animals to get over here. 


Who do they borrow the money from? 
Well, from relatives, 


They don't borrow it fran the bank, or something like that? 
No, they don't, 


Well, how about private money-lenders? I don't know what you would call it 
in Mexico~-but @ man who charges a high interest-- 
Well, there's same of ‘em--it's that they charge too much, 


How much interest do they charge? 
Fifteen percent. 


Per month? 
Um-hum. 


Do some of the braceros actually borrow money from them? 
Well, I guess so, 


I understand that the government of Mexico assigns a quota to each municipio, 
and gives then what they ¢all pemmisos--? 
Um-hum. 


--To the presidente? (mayor) Is this what happenes? 


Yes. 


Ané then he gives the permisos to themen who need them most--isk that how it 
works? 
Yes, that's the way it works. 


Uh, does he give these permisos free, or do you have to pay for them? 
No, he gives then free. 


How about the man who wasn't able to get a permiso-~eould he go up to Empelme 
anyway? Or would he have to have one? 
No, he'll go anyway. 


What would he do after he got there? 

Well, I sew something over there I really didn't like} you know. I sew a few 
men over there in the Immigration office--they charge around 500 pesos, or 
500, so they could get the men past. 


Ia that in the U.5i Immigration office? 
No, in the Mexican. 


Those would be the men who oame there without pemisos, 
Yes, And some of them don’t have the 500 or 300, see. 


Se what do they do? 
They go back to their country--after they spend all their money on the trip. 
Very hard for them. 


How long 40 you usually have to wait in Empalme before you get on a train? 
Well, I waited, uh, two months, 
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You waited two months? 
Yes, I couldn't got | pass, 


Did you have a permiso? 
Yes, I aid. 


What was the trouble? 
Well, they just didn't call us, 


They didn’t havem any demand for workers. 
No, they didn't. 


How many men were waiting eround there at that time? 
About twenty thousand, I guess. 


Really? 
Yes, And right now there'll be more. 


And what do these men do while they're waiting? 
They don’t do nothin’. 


There's no work? 
No, there ian't any jobe over there for ‘em. 


Whet do they eat? 
Well, they serape up anything. 


Do they go to restaurants? 

They 40. Sometimes they--well, if they have any friends in Empalme they 
borrow money from them. An’ buy some things, an* cook ‘em themselves an* 
eat ‘om. 


Where do they sleep? 
In the cool air, I guess, 


On the ground? 
Yes, Actually, most of ‘em sleep under trees--an’ they're cold, and all that 
rain an’ everything..««+ 


Yeah, you were there from about February until April--so it wes very cold, huh? . 
It sure was. 


Did you sleep outside? 
I aid. There wasn't any room for sleeping. 


It*s a emall tow, isn't it? 
It fe. All of the houses are filled up with people. Thoy charge one pesox 
for a night. 


There are two other migretory stations, one at Chihuahua and one at Monterreys 
Do you have a choice of which one you'll go to? then you lenve Oaxaca, can 
you go to any one of those three? 

No--only the oue the government sends you. 


So you have to go to Empalme? 
To Bmpalme, yeas 


Do the men usually want to go to Empalme, or do they-~? 
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Well, it depends, you know. ‘The govermment gots permission to...every state... 
the govermmr of every state has to send the men wherever he wants to. 


Well, I mean, if they--the men who go to Empalme usually work in Californie 
Yes, they do. 


The ones that go to Chishuehua, Monterrey, usually work in Texas. Would the 
men rather work in Texas or in California? 
California. That's the best place, I guess. 


Why is that? 
Well, there's more work, they pay better, and they treat the people better, 


So the men who returm to Mexico talk about the kind of treatment they got-- 
Yeah, they do. Some people from, from other states co over there to Oaxaca 
to get permission, 


Oh, I see. Oh, how would they get a permiso--because they don’t really live 
there? 

Well, with a letter from the municipio-~-from the presidente of the municipio, 
they get a letter from them, an’ they go all the way to Oexaca. Sometimes 
they pay 500 or S00, an’ they go ell the wey to Empalme. I counted around, 
over than 5,000 people free, without eny permissions at Empalme. 


Then after you have been approved at Empalme, you téke a train ride from there 
up to Mexicali, don*t you? 
No, to, uh--what's the name of this town? 


Ben jemin 8111? 
Benjamin Hill. 


Then what do you do? 
From there we take the bus. 


You take a bus from there to Mexicali? 
Un-hum. y 


And another bus fran there to El Centro? 
To Bl Centro, 


How is that trip~-do they give you good transportation? 
It's rough. Fron Mexico to the borderline it's pretty rough, An' from the 
borderline to El Centro it'd pretty good. 


Do they explain to you st Empalme, or at Zl Centro, all about the contract? 
They don't explain it down at Empalme, they explain it over here at Bl Centro. 


Do they go into detail? 
No, over there they don't. 


Do they ever talk about the International agreement? 
Why, I never heard of that before, 


Never? 
No. 


De they talk about the heflth insurance policy? 
Yes, they do. 
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What do they tell you about that? 
(Coulan’t understand interviewee's reply) 


Then you take another bus from El Centro up here? 
Yes. 


How was that--pretty good bus? 
A Greyhound bus, first line. 


Very good. 
Yes, it is. 


Took you onenight, I guess, to get here, 
One night. We got,uh, from Bl Centro, six o'clock in the afternoon; we got 
over here seven o’clock in the morning. 


Then 414 you and start working risht away? 
No, until the other day--we got a rest for a day. 


Sinse you have been here, have you been working every day, six days a week, 
five days a week~--what? 
No, the whole week. 


You've been working seven days a week? 
Yea. We can't stop. 


You can't atop? 
Noe 


Even if you want to? 
Well, if you're sick you can stop for a few days. I got sick, so I took a 
rest two days. 


How many hours a day, on the average, do you work? 

Oh, like I told you at first, when the asparagus is good you work 81] the way 
from, uh, fiveethirty in the morning up to six o'clock in the afternoon-- 
or five o*clock, three o'clock, it depends, how the progress is, Like today, 
we only worked from six o*clock to three o’clock in the afternoon. It's a 
pretty rough job. 


The asparagus isn't so good now? 
No, it isn't, 


Well, they pay you by piece ratea, don't they? 
Yes, they do. ~ 


Something like $3.25 for every hundreé pounds? 
Un-hum. 


And they pay a crew, rather than an individual worker, don't they? 
h, a Crew. 


Then you split it up, equal amountax for every man, 
Yes. 


How many men are in your crew? 
Forty. 


On the average, how much--? Do you get paid every week, or every two weeks? 
Every two wecks. 


How much has the average paycheck been? 
Well, up to fifty-four dollars. So..enot much. 


You've been here about a month? 
A month. 


You've got two paychecks since you've been here? 
Only one. You see, they pay you svery twenty deys. You have to leave five 
days in insurance, 


You have to leave five days in insurance? 
Yeah-egoyou'll keep workings 


Well, how uwch was the one paycheck you received? 
Fifty-four dollars. 


For fi fteemdays. 
For fifteen days, yeah. But after fifteen days theygave us some~-we came over 
here to buy sane boots and clothing, 


That fifty-four dollars was before they took out deductions for your board and 
for your health insurence? 
Um hum. 


Would you say that was about average for the men on this island? Or was it 
more, or was it lesa than the average? 

Well, when we first came over here, we were working for hours, pot for contract, 
until now, for contract. 


How mich were they paying you by the hour? 
Ninety cents an hour. 


Do most of the men send their pay home, or do they keep it here? 
No, from the camp where I am working, all of ‘em send it home., 


They keep some money for cigarettes snd movies-~ 
Well, two dollers, three, They don t go to the movies. You can't. It's 
pretty far from town. : 


Do they send money orders home? 
Yes, they do, 


Who do they buy the money orders from? 
Well, about that, I don*t know, ithen I went to Stockton it wes in a store 
place~--let's see now, whet was the name~~? 


How much 414 they charge for the money order? 
One seventy-five. 


For sending home how much--fifty dollars? 
No, for sending home thirty-five doliars. 


Pretty expensive, 
Yes it is. I just couldn't figure it out. 


Would you say that most of the men ere satisfied with the mount of work that 
they get, and the amount of pay that they get? 

Well, I guess not, not over here. You see, over here we been working too hard 
for just a little bit of money, 
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They feel that they should not have to work so long, and so many days? 
No, about the work they don't complain--just the pay. 


Trey don't mind working long hours--? 
No, they don't. Just the pay. 


Is the work tiring? 
Well yes. 


And dirty work, I imagine, 
Yea. 


They complain about that? 
Wo, they don't. They just go to work. 


Does this dirt you work in here irritate the skin? 
No, not much. A little bit. 


Have the men ever talked to anybody about their feeling that they should get 
a little bit more pay? Do they talk to the foreman? Do they tlk to ? 
Well, they talk to Mr. ° 


What does he tell them? we're if 
Well, he says that after the contract/mmmmaza on,/the pay isn't so good by 
contract, he'll give us by houre--he'll pay all the hours extra we work. 


Has there ever been an inspector come around the island here from the U.S. 
Department of Labor, or from the Mexican Govermamnt, or anything like that, 
talking with the men, getting their ideas about things? 

Nos 


Does Mr. Zuckerman have a representative who comes eround, talks to the men? 
Yes, he does, 


Who's that? 
Mr. Rodolfo +» 


And how @bout the Association? Mr. Zuckerman is part of the San Joaquin Valley 
Production Association*. Does the Association ever send around a man to find 
out how things are going? 

Well, I haven't seen anyone. 


That man who drove that truck that brought you up to the gate--is he the foreman? 
Yes, he’s the foreman. 


Is he the manager of camp number one--he lives there in the camp? 
He lives there in the camp. 


And he goes out in the fields with you? 
Yea, 


Ia he responsible for the food that they--? 
For everything. 


Is he a pretty nice guy? 
Yes, he is, He's very nice. 


Well, you were going to tell me about what the men do after work. It's very 
hard to get into town, isn’t it? 
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Yes. 


How do you get into tow? 
Well, every fifteen days, or twenty days, when they pay us, we go there to 
deposit the money, and to pay check orders, 


Do they take you into tom ona truck or something like that? How do you get in? 
In a car. Somebody gives us a ride, in the bus-- 


Do you hitchhike, do you mean? 
Yes. Ob, sauetimes the school bus takes us from there. Just pay tem seventy~- 
five cents, 


Who do you vay that toe-the driver of the bus? 
Un- hum. 


That's very interesting. 
It's better than a taxi, I suppose. 
Well, it is, A taxi charges too much. 


Do some of the men take taxis? 
They can’t. They just can't afford it. 


All right, so you go into tom, send most of your money back to Mexico-- What, 
what do you do with the rest of it? 
Most of the men go into the movies-- 


They go to the movies, Spanish movies in town, 
Yes. 


Do they buy clothes? 
Yes. A few of ‘em like to drink-- Not much fron this camp, though. ‘Two or/ 
/three of *em, 
Some of ‘em drink, Are there any wanen in tow there that they go to? 
Well, every time I go t* town, I don’t go to any bers, I don’t like to drinks- 
that's why I haven't seen any, 


But you don't go to tom very often. Well, on a night like this, when you 
don’t go into town, what do the men usually doin canp after they get through 
eating, and after they have teken a shower--what do they usually do just 
before they go to sleep? 

They wesh their clothes, an’ I teach *em a few lessons of English-- 


Do they have redios? 
Not over here. 


They don't listen to the radio? Do any of them have guitars and sing, or 
anything like that? 
I*m the only one who sings around there. 


Do they ever play cards? 
NO, I haven't seen anyone yet. 


How many men are in camp now? 
Forty. 


Well, do they read magazines or newspapers or books or anything like that? 
Books and magazines, 
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What kind? 
Well, samething called "Police,”..."life,” and all those magazines. 


They buy them in town? 
Yes, They, some of *em, &,' some of ‘em read books that I lend ‘em, so they 
gan learn English. 


Are they learming English pretty well? 
Well, most of tlem are lesrning those things they need.... (7?) 


Do they ever have peddlers coming here to the island--men who sell things? 
Wes, every payday. 


Every paydey these peddlers come here, But they don’t come here between-times? 
No, they don't. 


When they come, what do they sell? Toothpaste and cigarettes--? 
Clothing, most things. 


All sotts of things like that, huwh? 
Yes. 


Do the men buy a lot of those things? 
Well, not mach. You see, they don’t get enough money tobbuy many of those 
oo ean’t afford them. The few things they need, they get. 
ost 
So/azies of the time they just sit sround, I guess they talk to each otheresee 
That's what they do. 


Are you pretty good friends with all the men in the camp? 
Yes. 


Do they came from all parts of Mexico? 
From all over the different states of Mexico, 


Not too jong ago, it was Cinco de Mayo. What did you do on Cinco de Mayo? 
That*s the Mothers’ Day. We sent a post card, a little gift of money, ten 
dollars, five dollars, something like that, for mothers end grandmothers. 


Did they have any kiné of fiesta here? 
No, We can't. Because we don't have my music ani things like that. 


They didn’t give you eny special kind of food or anything? 
NO. It was the same. 


You were telling the Father there's never been a priest come out here-- 
I've never seen one. 


Have any of the other men ever mentioned it? 
Well, most of ‘om. 


Have any of the other men been here longer than you have? 
Noe 


They ell came in at the same time you did? 
Same time. 


The men would like to have a priest come out here? 
Why, yes they do. 
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It would have to be in the evening, because they don’t let you off Sunday 
morning for Mass, do they? 
No. No, you have to work. 


I wonder if you asked them if you could have an hour off for Mass on Sunday, 
if they would let you? 
Well, you would have to ask Mr ° 


What do you think he would say? 
Well, I don’t know. I haven't asked a question like thet.......... «Mrs 


How is the housing in camp number one, would you say? 
Oh, it’s clean. 


Is it pretty good? 
Yes. 


Better than this boat here that the men are living in? (?) 
Much better, Much much better, 


Hage you been to some of the other camps around the islend? 
Camp 1, camp 21, camp Beees 


Are they all pretty good. 
No, I guess the only camps that are, that are good are camp 15,mat the one 
over there in front, and camp i. 


How about the toilets? Are they sanitary? 
No. No, they aren't. 


How about the kitchens? Are they clean? 
les, they are. I'm the one who helps.... 


You help in the kitchen? 
Well, I help the lady that's cooking there, 


Oh, there's a lady. Is she the wife of Rodolfo? 
No, of another man--a cook that works over there in camp 


What kind of food do they give you? 
Mexican food. 


Well, let*s see. For the average breakfast, what would you have? 
Cereals. 


Hot cereals? Oatmeal? 
Um-hum. 


What else? milks 
Breed and butter, some eggs, I guess that’s all. Coffee. Milk, if you went / 


Fruit? 
In the day, not in the morning. 


4t lunch you get fruit? 
Yes. 
lunch, 
Well, what else do you get, for/iusiause, on an average day? 
Beans, soup, meat, coffee again,... 
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fortilles? 
Well, not every day. 


They don't give you tortillas every day? 
No, they gure don't. Every six or seven days. 


They give you dread the rest of the time, huh? 
Yes. 


How do the men like that? 
Well, not much. ‘They’re not used to it, 


They would like tortillas, wouldn’t they? 
Yea, they would. 


What kind of meat do they give you at lunch? 
Roast. Pork, beef, Steakesse 


How about dinner at night? 
About the seme. (Can*t make out following words.) 


Do you work in the fields right next to the camp, or do you sometimes go 
quite a ways from the camp? 
No, we're working in fields thet are~-weSre slose to the eam. 


So if you wanted to get a drink of water during the day, you'd just go back 
to the camp? 
No, We have some water in the truck, 


4nd what if you needed to use the toilet during the day? 
No, you have to go in the fielda, 


Too fer to walk to the camp? 
Too far. 


What do the mm do whan they get sick? 
Well, they get to see a doctor--the Association, 


Well, let*s say you get sick at night, after dinnex--would you have to wait 
until the next morning? 
Yes. 


Ana then what would you do; would you--? 
Get permission from Mr. to go to~-- 
Who 
Get permission, Aim/would take you into town? 
Tere's a men with a pickip; he takes, every day, all the sick men to the 
Association doctor 


He waits at the sete there and they all come-«? 
No, he posses by every camp. 


De you know the neme of the doctor? 
No, no I don't. 


You went to him yourself? 
Yes I did--foar three days. 
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What was your trouble? 
With my back. 


What 41d the doctor teil you? 
I feal from the tractor, so I just couidn'’t welk so guod. 


And what did he do for you? 
Well, he gave me a linamont, md piils. 


Does he speek Spanish? 
Yes, he does, 


Beve some of the other men from your camp been to the doctor also? 
Well, around eight or nine of them. 


Wheat d4@ they think about him? Do they think he’s a petty good doctor? 
I guess he is. 


eve they scié anything about if, one way or the other? 
No, they haven*t--nothings 


Suppose you were out in the fields, sround noon, and you got sick, iihat do 
you suppose they would do for you then? 
I'l, mye to wait until next morning. 


END 


